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Unit Plan
Unit Theme:
 Memoirs and Transformative Decisions 
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( Technology and Education  ( Education for Work
 Integration: ( Spanish  ( English  ( Social Studies (Science  ( Math  ( Fine Arts  ( Physical Education  ( Health Sciences  ( Technology  

	Transfer Objective  (T) and Acquisition  (A)

	 T1. The student will leave the class able to apply his/her knowledge of transformative decisions to the materials he/she reads. He/she will understand the relationship between transformative decisions in memoirs and how these decisions fuel human experience. 
 T2. The student will leave the class with the necessary ability to connect many texts and life experiences together. He/she will begin to look deeply at the authors of the works they read and will connect, not just to the written work, but to the person who wrote it. The student will be able to research and produce a letter to an author, expressing interest in both the author and his/her works. 

 T3. The student will leave the class with the ability to engage in deep and meaningful discussions with peers and teachers based on memoirs that have been read or heard aloud. He/she will bring his/her personal experiences to bear in these discussions, making personal connections to the text or illuminating key details or passages. 

 T4. The student will leave the class able to apply his/her knowledge of the elements of a memoir to write his/her own memoir. He/she will adapt writing techniques he/she has seen and will incorporate them into his/her own writing. The student will learn to share personal experiences in a manner that is balanced and honesty. 
 The student acquires skills to... 

 A1. Read and analyze memoirs, making connections between memoir and his/her own experiences or the experiences of family members or friends. 

 A2. Engage in and extend discussions about memoirs with peers and the teacher. 
 A3. Research an author and write a letter to the author, making connection between the student’s life and the author’s own life and work. 

 A4. Consider important moments in his/her own life and to write a memoir based on personal life experiences. 



	

	Essential Questions 

	EQ1. What is a transformative decision? 

EQ2. What motivates authors to write memoirs?  

EQ3. How is writing an extension of ourselves? 



	


PERFORMANCE TASK ACTIVITIES
	Days
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday 


	
	
	Standards and expectations

8.R.31 

Theme: Introduction of the unit and content vocabulary 

Activity: The student will work with the content vocabulary. 

Friday IF  = "Monday" 1 ""

	
	Standards and expectations

8.R.5.1 
Theme: Reading and Analyzing Memoirs 

Activity: The teacher reviews the features of a memoir with the student and has him/her compare and contrast memoirs. 

Attachment: 8.2 Text. Camara Leye Memoir, page 24 
Friday IF  = "Tuesday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	
	Standards and expectations

8.W.2 , 8.S2 

Theme: Reading and Analyzing Memoirs

Activity: The teacher creates a word wall using unit vocabulary. 

Use quote of the memoir of Camara Layne. 

Attachment: 8.2 Text Camara Leye Memoir, page 24 
Friday IF  = "Wednesday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 3 "" 


	
	Standards and expectations

8.W.8 
Theme: Reading and Analyzing Memoirs
Activity: The teacher has student create a word journal for this unit. 

Attachments: 8.2 other evidence – Word Journal 

Friday IF  = "Thursday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 4 "" 


	
	Standards and expectations

8.S.2 
Theme: Writing Memoir Rubric 

Activity: The teacher shares the writing memoir rubric with the student. The student is encouraged to review the rubric and ask questions. 
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	Standards and expectations

8.L.1.d 

Theme:  Engaging in Literature circles 

Activity: The student will independently read texts that relates to the unit focus. 

a)Memoirs 

b) Transformation 


	
	Standards and expectations

8.S.3 

Theme: Engaging in discussion about memoirs 

Activity: Independent reading. The teacher has student to set a schedule and a goal for his/her reading log or journal. 


	
	Standards and expectations

8.S.3 

Theme: Engaging in discussion about memoirs 

Activity: Independent reading. The teacher has student to set a schedule and a goal for his/her reading log or journal. 


	
	Standards and expectations

8.S.3 

Theme: Engaging in discussion about memoirs 

Activity: Through a literary cycle the student determines the central idea; analyses the author’s structure and purpose; analyze the interaction between individuals. 


	
	Standards and expectations

8.L1.d

Theme: Main Idea 

Activity: Review the content focus and have the student identify form a set of words his/ her understanding. 

Make reference to previous readings to identify the main idea. 
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	Standards and expectations

8.L1.d 

Theme: Write a letter to an author 

Activity: The student writes a reading response in the format to a letter to an author of a memoir. 


	
	Standards and expectations

8.S.3, 8.S.2 

Theme: Pre- Reading Activity 

Activity: Discussion question” Would you leave everything you have ever known and loved for a strange land, knowing it will break your mothers heart. 


	
	Standards and expectations

8.W.2

Theme: During- Reading Activity 

Activity: Read the memoir “ The Dark Child” by Camara Laye 

Attachments:  8.2 text- Camara Laye Memoir 

	
	Standards and expectations

8.W.2. 

Theme:  After – Reading Activity 

Activity: The teacher has the student re-read the memoir and completes a dialogue journal, which he/she uses to make connections with to experiences of the author. 

Attachment: 8.2 other evidence- Dialogue journal 

	
	Standards and expectations

8.R31a 

Theme: After –Reading Activity 

Activity: The teacher has the student complete the T- chart, with one column for thoughts and one column for emotions. 

Attachment: 8.1 other evidence- T-chart 
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	Standards and expectations

8.R31a 

Theme: After –Reading Activity 

Activity: After completing the T-chart, the student draws conclusions about the information he/she listed in both columns using the following reflection questions: 

· What link did you discover between your thoughts and emotions and the characters or events in the memoir?
· What did you learned about yourself after reading the memoir? 

Source : Rubric Letter to the author 


	
	Standards and expectations

8.W.4 

Theme: Content Vocabulary 
Activity: The student will be to work with the following content vocabulary: 
· Analyze 

· Drafting 

· Editing 

· Free-writing 

· Prefixes 


	
	Standards and expectations

8.W.4 

Theme: Content Vocabulary 

Activity: The student will be to work with the following content vocabulary: 

· Publishing 

· Revising 

· Root word 

· Structure 


	
	Standards and expectations

8.W.5 
Theme:  Free-writing memoir 

Activity: The student will work on  a one page writing memoir for each idea, starting with the following prompt, I will always remember…


	
	Standards and expectations
8.LA.2, 8.LA.3 , 8.LA.2b 

Theme: Learning how to write a memoir 
Activity: 30- second spelling and grammar check activity, 
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	Standards and expectations

8.LA. 4 b, 8.LA. 4 a 
Theme: Prefix and Suffix 
Activity: The teacher chooses a prefix, a suffix or a root word, and has student search for the particular words. 

	
	Standards and expectations

8.W.4 
Theme: Writing Process 
Activity: The teacher reviews the step of the writing process. 
· Prewriting 

· Draw a picture 

· Take it out 

· Make a web 

· Write a rough draft 

· Guess and go 

· Get ideas on paper 


	
	Standards and expectations

8.W.4 

Theme: Writing Process 

Activity: The teacher reviews the step of the writing process. 

· Revise 

· Vary beginning if sentences. 

· Vary end of sentences 

· Use more vivid words 

· Avoid overused words

· Others  


	
	Standards and expectations

8.S.3 

Theme: Revising 

Activity: The student will look at his/her memory from a different point of view. “What if the story were told form another person’s perspective? 

	
	Standards and expectations

8.S.3 

Theme: Revising 

Activity: The student has someone who was presented in his/her life at the tie he/ she made a transformative decision read the draft. 
· The student asks him/her to share any details he/she remembers/ 
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	Standards and expectations

8.W.4 

Theme: Editing 
Activity: The teacher has the student peer-edit his/her work using editing marks. 
Attachment: 8.2 Writing Tool – (Editing Marks )


	
	Standards and expectations

8.W.4 

Theme: Editing 

Activity: The teacher has the student reference a dictionary to confirm correct spellings of words. 

Attachment: 8.2 Writing Tool – (Editing Marks )


	
	Standards and expectations

8.W.4 

Theme: Editing 

Activity: Work actively on the editing process in order to finish this process to continue with the next step, (publishing) 

Attachment: 8.2 Writing Tool – (Editing Marks )


	
	Standards and expectations

8.S.2b, 8.W.5 

Theme: Publishing 

Activity: The teachers hold an authors’ circle and has the student share his/her work. 


	
	Standards and expectations

8.S.2b, 8.W.5 

Theme: Publishing 

Activity: The teachers uses the writing memoir rubric to score the memoir. The student should be very familiar with the rubric. At this point and know what is expected of him/her. 
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